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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR SUPPORTING INTERRUPT 
DEVICES CONFIGURED FOR A PARTICULAR 
ARCHITECTURE ON A DIFFERENT PLATFORM 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Method and apparatus for supporting interrupt devices configured for a 
specific architecture (e.g., APIC-based software and hardware) on a different 
platform (e.g., a PowerPC platform). One embodiment provides an apparatus for 
passing interrupts from one or more devices configured for a specific interrupt 
architecture to one or more processors not designed for the specific interrupt 
architecture, comprising: an abstraction layer comprising a first plurality of registers 
conforming to the specific interrupt architecture; and an implementation dependent 
layer, disposed in communication between the abstraction layer and the one or more 
processors, comprising a second plurality of registers which correspond to the first 
plurality of registers, wherein the implementation dependent layer is configured to 
receive interrupts and forward received interrupts to the one or more processors and 
to read and write data to the second plurality of registers in response to interrupts 
processed through the one or more processor. 
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